
Biography of the Directors: Ilse en Femke van Velzen
Identical twin sisters Ilse and Femke van Velzen were born on the 11th of October 1980 in Delft, the Netherlands. Both studied Cultural and Social Development, one in Utrecht, the other in Amsterdam. In the final year they decided to pool their talent for their thesis assignment.  Opting for the medium of film, they made the documentary “Bush Kids” in South Africa”, on which they graduated in 2002.

From then onwards, their careers as independent documentary makers took a flight. 

Ilse and Femke find inspiration for their documentaries in topics, stories or events that move them personally and that are mostly related to injustice in developing countries. In particular Africa stole their hearts, where they made their films “Bush Kids”, “Return To Angola”, “Fighting The Silence” and most recently “Weapon of War”. 

Their documentaries typically give oppressed people a voice in order to make their stories known to the world.  Making documentaries on challenging topic and countries demands energy, perseverance and a lot of time, sometimes up to three years. But this fits them, as Femke explains: “We are driven by passion for our topics and despite the difficult paths we frequently have to take, we motivate each other to move forward until we’ve achieved our aims.”

Quite uniquely for filmmakers, Ilse and Femke assume the entire film making process under their own label IFPRODUCTIONS. They operate, produce and direct their documentaries but also conduct all relevant research and write scripts and scenarios. Finally, they organise a fair share of the distribution of their finished documentaries for screening and on international film festivals. 

But IFPRODUCTIONS is more than just a film label and Ilse and Femke are more than just filmmakers. An essential part of their work is devoted to the reediting of their documentaries into educational films that are as awareness raising tool brought back to the local communities. By this means Ilse and Femke reach out to local communities to help combating inequality and violence. 
The ‘The Mobile Cinema’ in the Democratic Republic of Congo is an example of such a film-based educational project. Travelling from village to village in eastern Congo, it shows a number of adapted versions of Fighting the Silence to thousands of people to stimulate public discussion. With the footage of ‘Weapon of War’ they now work on a educational film project to educate Congo’s National Army on issues like sexual violence, military conduct and impunity.

Ilse: “ After one year travelling with the film in Congo, it has reached more the 280.000 people. Watching the screenings is a moving experience. People are impresses by the stories in the film and find its educational character praiseworthy. It makes us very proud to be able to reach out to people all over the world with our films, also in the developing countries”
